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Emperor preached there. Most of the more commodious
private villas were requisitioned for staff officers; Hinden-
burg occupied the Villa Sousbois and the Emperor the
Villa Neubois. Furniture had been sent from Berlin for
the latter, and the suite which the Empress occupied
when she visited her husband was upholstered in her
favourite pale blue: a dug-out had been constructed
below the terrace in case of an enemy air-raid. Across
the road was a strip of woodland, and here the Emperor
took his daily exercise, digging lines of miniature trenches
and diverting the course of the streamlets that ran through

He had spent the hours of Saturday, November 9, chiefly
in consultation at the Hotel Britannique. Before he left
Berlin for the last time the thought of flight had occurred
to him, for he had made inquiries of the Spanish Embassy
whether Spain would receive him with due honour:
perhaps he could land at San Sebastian from a German
submarine.2 But that was a rash, impetuous scheme soon
abandoned, and now the end of the German resistance to
the allied armies had come, and what was to happen to
him ? Telegrams and telephone messages from Berlin
had been treading on each other's heels. The fleet at
Kiel was in mutiny; revolution had broken out in the
capital; no troops there could be trusted, and it was
impossible that he should return. He suggested that,
after the armistice, he should lead back his troops now
on the front. Quartermaster-General Groner told him
that the army would follow their own generals but that
they would not follow him. He thought of committing
suicide, but, so he tells us in his Memoirs, his Christian
convictions forbade that: also he felt that he was bound

1 Private information.                      2 Bxilow, Memoirs, 1909-1919, p. 280.